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To:  Chair, Ladies and Gentlemen 

 

Play Sufficiency Assessment 2019  
 
 

1.0 SUMMARY OF THE REPORT 
 
1.1 The report outlines the findings of the 2019 Play Sufficiency Assessment conducted 

by Ludicology on behalf of the Local Authority.  The assessment has enabled the 
authority to identify and assess the progress made since 2016 and the key areas to 
prioritise and progress.  

 
1.2 The Authority and its partners have made good progress in many areas during 

challenging times for play within the locality and the use of additional play resources 
secured is identified.  

  
1.3 The Play Steering Group has developed and agreed a draft action plan for 

2019/2020 as required by Welsh Government to continue to progress the Play 
agenda within Merthyr Tydfil.  The approach taken since 2013 has been replicated 
and therefore the 2019/20 Action Plan is based upon progressing only those actions 
that are deemed low cost or no cost.  

 

2.0 RECOMMENDATIONS that 
 
2.1 To meet our statutory duty, the Play Sufficiency Report and Action Plan are 

approved and submitted to Welsh Government as required. 
 
 

3.0 INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND 
 

3.1 In 2010 the Welsh Government (WG) set out their commitment for play in the 
Children and Families (Wales) Measure.  It outlined the responsibility of local 
authorities to assess the sufficiency of play opportunities and publish the results.  
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3.2 In July 2014 WG enacted the second part of the Measure (sections 11(3) and 11(4)) 
which increases the responsibility of local authorities who now have to secure “as far 
as reasonably practicable” play opportunities having due regard to their Play 
Sufficiency Assessment (PSA).  

 
3.3 In September 2018, an external contractor was appointed to produce the 2019 Play    

Sufficiency Assessment (PSA) and Action Plan on behalf of Merthyr Tydfil.  This 
work was overseen by the Play Sufficiency Steering Group, whose membership 
(departments and organisations) was previously agreed by Council in 2013 
(Appendix A).  
 

4.0 PROGRESS SINCE THE INTRODUCTION OF THE STATUTORY 
DUTY AND KEY ASSESSMENT MESSAGES FOR 2019 

 
4.1 The Play Sufficiency Assessment (Appendix B) consists of a prescribed set of 

indicators by Welsh Government as detailed within the toolkit that is required to be 
completed by all Local Authorities across Wales.  The toolkit utilises a traffic light 
system to categorise the extent to which the Local Authority is achieving each 
indicator.  Through this approach Merthyr Tydfil CBC previously measured its 
progress against the indicators as outlined below.   
 

 2013  2016 
Overall 

Assessment  
Indicators 112 

23 58 31  14 44 26 28 

 
4.2 However slight changes to the framework indicators (some have been removed and 

new ones added) and to the traffic light system were confirmed for 2019 which 
means a direct comparison is not fully applicable against the 2016 assessment but 
still provides an overall picture in terms of the progress being made.  
 

 2019 
Overall 

Assessment  
Indicators 103 

8 60 35 

 
4.3 The Play Sufficiency Assessment is undertaken through a collaborative approach 

and aims to ensure the involvement of the voices of children and parents throughout 
the process as well as partner organisations. Within the 2018/19 assessment 211 
children in Year 5 in schools across the County Borough have contributed towards 
the assessment and an additional 59 members of the public (children/young people 
and parents) have taken part in focus groups to explore in depth some of the themes 
of the assessment.  
 

4.4 The following priorities for 2019 onward have been identified through the 
assessment, with greater detail being provided in the recommendations within the 
main Sufficiency Assessment report, which is available as a Background Paper. 
 

 Continue to champion the inclusion of Play and its role across the policy context 
within MTCBC and Cwm Taf 

 Secure access to a wider range of spaces for play including use of local streets 
for play 



 Develop  a specific approach to identifying play needs on an ongoing basis  to 
prioritise future funding from Welsh Government learning from current pilot 
underway 

 Developing the workforce to support the play agenda  across a range of 
providers and those providing family interventions  
 

4.5 A proposed Action Plan, contained within the Sufficiency Assessment report, has 
been developed on a no cost/low cost basis replicating the approach the Council 
approved previously.  This approach will require all partners to continue to work more 
collaboratively especially as the authority is not a direct provider of play provision 
and has no current core resources allocated for play or play development.  
 

4.6 The securing of ongoing grant resources from the Children and Play grant which now 
forms a part of the wider Children and Communities grant (funding flexibility) is 
essential to take forward the play agenda.  This is reinforced by the inclusion of three 
new indicators within the Sufficiency Framework indicating how Families First 
resources should be supporting the play agenda.  
 

4.7 The Play Steering Group will be maintaining oversight of the action plan and play 
development, meeting on a quarterly basis to review progress against the action plan 
and ensure the collaborative approach across departments and organisations 
continues. The benefits of this approach were once again seen through the authority 
and partners accessing £76,250 of additional resources from Welsh Government to 
implement the following programmes/projects: 

 Play Sufficiency Assessment 

 Workforce Conference 

 Inclusive Play Training 

 Transition to Play work Qualification  

 Accessibility Audit of play Provision 

 Development of Sandy Park 

 Street closures for Play 

 Resource Lending Scheme (based at ICC) 

 Woodland Play area  refurbishment (ICC)  

 Lego Therapy Training and resources 

 Replace Outdoor Play equipment (ICC) 

 Upgrade child play space (Cylch Meithrin) 
 
4.8 For the last couple of years Welsh Government has announced money for play 

within months of the end of the financial year.  The Play Steering group in 
anticipation of this within the 2018/2019 financial year had a range of projects ready 
to implement „off the shelf‟ and were therefore able to access significantly more 
resource than the original allocation for Merthyr Tydfil.  This approach is critical to 
developing aspects of the Action Plan due to the limited capacity and resources 
available across the play agenda.  

  

5.0 FINANCIAL IMPLICATION(S) 
 

5.1 There are no financial implications as a result of this report however future progress 
of the Play Action Plan and the development of play across the Council will continue 
to be dependent upon individual departments and any external resources secured. 

 



5.2 There are no core resources to develop play within the LA and therefore delivery 
against the updated Action Plan will be progressed on a low or no cost basis. 

 

6.0 INTEGRATED IMPACT ASSESSMENT 
 

 Positive 
Impacts 

Negative 
Impacts 

Not 
Applicable  

1. Merthyr Tydfil Well-being 
Objectives 

  
4 of 4 0 of 4 0 of 4 

2. Sustainable Development 
Principles - How have you 
considered the five ways of 
working: 

 Long term 

 Prevention 

 Integration 

 Collaboration 

 Involvement 

5 of 5 0 of 5 0 of 5 

3. Protected Characteristics 
(including Welsh Language) 

 
7 of 10 0 of 10 3 of 10 

4. Biodiversity 
 

0 of 1 0 of 1  1 of 1 

Summary: 
The main positive impacts are potentially providing a greater focus on play for children to 
be able to expand their experiences within their communities and within family life, 
through a supportive play friendly community.  This will provide a range of learning 
opportunities self-directed by children and allow them to discover more about 
themselves during the process laying the foundations for who they become later on in 
life.  

 
 
 
 
SUE WALKER 
CHIEF OFFICER LEARNING 

LISA MYTTON 
CABINET MEMBER FOR LEARNING 

 
 
 

BACKGROUND PAPERS 
Title of Document(s) Document(s) Date Document Location 

Play Sufficiency Report  
Play Sufficiency Assessment 
Toolkit and Action Plan   

2016 
 
2019  

Intranet 
 
Learning Department  

Does the report contain any issue that may impact the Council’s 
Constitution?  

No 

Consultation has been undertaken with the Corporate Management Team in respect of each 
proposal(s) and recommendation(s) set out in this report.  



Appendix A 
 

Play Sufficiency Revised Steering Group Membership List 
 

Role/Department Department/Organisation 

 
Early Years & Youth Manager 

 
Learning 

Early Years and Flying Start Co-ordinator  Learning / MTCBC 

Children with Disabilities  /MTCBC 

Planning Department /MTCBC 

Family Information Service  /MTCBC 

Parks Department  /MTCBC 

Sports and Leisure (inc Disability Sport)  /MTCBC 

Leisure Trust   

Road Safety  
Highways/ Traffic Management  

/MTCBC 

Estates Management  /MTCBC 

Inclusion Manager (inc Gypsy Traveller communities)  Learning/ MTCBC 

Performance Management  /MTCBC 

Senior Youth & Community Officer  Youth Service / MTCBC 

Development Officer  Clybiau Plant Cymru Kids Clubs 

Equalities Lead MTCBC 

Voluntary Sector  VAMT 

Welsh Language Menter iaith 

 
 
 
 

Appendix B 
 

Play Sufficiency Assessment by Outcome Area 
 

 2019 

  Red Amber Green 

A. Population – Indicators (1)  No longer assessed by each indicator – overall 
Amber 

B. Providing for Diverse needs – Indicators (10)  1 7 2 

C. Space available for children to play – Indicators 
(18) 

 2 10 6 

D. Supervised Provision  - Indicators (13)  0 4 9 

E. Charges for Play provision  - Indicators (8)  1 4 3 

F. Access to Space /provision – indicators(20)  2 10 8 

G. Securing and developing the Workforce – 
Indicators(12) 

 0 11 1 

H. Community engagement and participation – 
Indicators (2) 

 0 1 1 

I. Play within All relevant policy agendas – 
Indicators (19) 

 2 12 5 

Overall Assessment  Indicators 103  8 60 35 
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